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prompted him to strike out on a new path. He has
left the ocean of uational affairs, to try the dirty

_ track and muddy courses of disunion.. He has
mounted the fiercest charger of the Southern stud,
in this race, and seems bourd to win or break his
neck. We can bhardly doubs which it will be. Be-
fore the slow aund stately commonwealth from
which Mr. Clingman hails, goes over and joins the
noisy erowd of disunionists, it must forget the calm
counsels of a Macon, and the geperous sentiments
and lofty statesmanship of a Mangum.

If we had the ear of Mr. Clingman, we should
eounsel him to have a decent regard to his posiion.
We should fell him that it is unbecoming and dis-
graceful in a United States Senator to nse the lan-
guage which the telegraph reports him to have used
in the debate on Monday. It indicates neither
statesmanship nor courage, to threaten a bloody con-
lict in the Capitol, because of a peaceful and eon-
stitutional election of a President of the United
States, Brave men, counsiderate men, wise men,
do not talk in that way, It disgusts the common
sense and general intelligence of the entire Repub-
Tig. Itis the bravado of pothouse politicians and

peoltroons, and not the discourse of men really in
earuest.

. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION.

‘A Republican of Pluladelphia writes us in regard
# the Convention as followa:

] ean coufidently assert that the majority of the
Republicuns are with me, at least as far as Philadel-
phia is concerned, in the opinion that the fime fixed for
the holding of our Convention should be changed; the
19th of Juneis too late. Let the other Republican
journals follow the example”of Tue Trizvss, and
ppeak ont bokily upon this subject. Let them demand
that the Committee renssemble, and appoint an earlier
day for the holding of the Convention.”

The 8. Lowis Democrat waraly seconds the pro-
posal that the time should be changed. We quote
from that journal:

“The selection of Chicago as the place in which to
hold the Republican Convention has been acquiesced
in; bat the time is pronounced too late by the Repabli-
cans und Free Democrts of St. Louis, as well as by
those for whom Tax Niw-York Trisvye and The
Chicago Press and Tribune spesk. We are anthor-
Tred to muke this declurution by the Executive Com-
mittee of the Opposition in St. Louis,

% Thiare ure other reasons in behalf of an earlier
day, The State election takes place in Missouri on the
first Monday in Angust, and between that date and the
13th of June the interval is altogether too short for
effecting & thorough orgenization of the Opposition in
this State. We are also convinced that the Opposition
at large, being coustitnted of three or four diverse
though pot dissimilar parties, will require a good deal
of drilling to secure nnited sction and bring out its full
strength.

 We suggest that Monday, the 7th of May, be sab-
stituted for Wednesday, the 13th of June, asthe day
for the mesting of the Convention. Let us have a six
months’ canvase this time. We are persuaded that the
longer the controversy lasts, the grester the benefits
that will accrne to the Opposition. Neither is it entire-
Iy beneath cons'deration, that the early days of May
will be & plcasunter sesson for traveling and sitting in
& crowded ball than the middle of June.”

—The date proposed by The Democrat isnot a day
too soon. Indeed, we are eonvinced that April
would be better for the meeting than May. But, at
aoy rate, do not let it be put ofi' till June,

———

While The Journal of Commerce, Atlas and
Argus, Etpress and other organs of dough-
facedness in this region receive Mr. Charles
O'Conor's recent arguments for Slavery with in-
consistent and illogics! coldness, they find a dif-
ferent appreciation in the States where Slavery is
known and loved for itself, and not as a mere
means of getting into office. Thus at a recent
publie banquet in Riehmond, Va., the Hon. John
Randolph Tucker, Attoruey-General of the State,
inthe course of an snimuted speech in favor of
preserving the Union on the basis of the divinity
and benefibence of the peculiar institution, paid to
our distinguished fellow citizen the following elo-
quent tribute:

1 thank Ged that there is one man st the North, and that
nan counected with the pofession to which | have the honar to

who haa struck the coe key-aote Lo whose wisls we

bel
-;& step.  There is one man whom | desire to tosst on this

ocossion, sud from whom | reecived a lotter to-day, in which b
is one im’prro.inu which most be made on the

said that there E
Northern mind—that the institutlons of the South are not only
not dapgerous, bl mers! and rigit aud that uptt] the Northorn
come 4o understand that there iv e political wa well a2 3
o principle, whica, whetler they coouves to sdopt of Dol,

is to be ex to us in the maintensuce of gar institutions,the
Cenuot rpetuate this Union 1 will
P 10 you the bealth of 4 goutlemnn—a tosst which | trust we
m nk standing—the only man inall these Union meat-
ings who bas reaily struck the true key-uote ol the Unlou—I
moan Charies 0'Conor, esg., of New York, the zrasp of whose
hand | bave been bonored in havisg, whose (rinudship I aam
honored by having; Charles O'Conor n1 s true son of the
of the Emerald I:fl- & true Jrishmaa ~hut, by the Powers sbove,
a4 t708 85 American ss steps Lie woll of this couutry. 1 propose
thetuen, the bealth of ¢ hatles U'Conor, & nutive ol the
Isle, & son of New- ¥ ork by sdoption. Let us bafl bim
&4 8 som of ¥ ipinds by kotor. | 1his sentiment wes recuived wita

loud applavss.”] .
“Whatever the doughface eritics of Mr. 0'Conor

may sy, they can pever take away from him the
eredit of clearly seeing and frankly stating the vital
Yuestiou at issue. Others may dedge and squirm,
and be on both sides at cuce; but that can never be
caid of the great lawyer of New-York.

Tux Inrovep ap Usiurroved PROPERTY IN THE
Crrr or New-York.—The City of New-York, not-
withstanding the immeuse site which it hua attained,
bas barely covered more than half it bonudary, The
city comprizes 141,456 lota, of which 54,72 have been
bailt upon or improved, wnd 86,761 still remain vacant.
In the ensuing fifty years, it is probuble that all of
these lots will be built on or improved, und if Brooklyn
and its suburbe are in the mean time consoliduted with
this city, New-York will equal in ared and population
apy city in the world. The following stutement shows
the pumber of improved, and unimproved or vasant
Jots in each Ward: 3
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encies on the subject of Slavery. At the conclusion,
be called for the previous question quickly, whieh
disconcerted the programme of the Disunionists,
whe stood ready to ery out their objections,

Mr. Washburn of Maine defended the proposi-
tion with s clear argument, and produced the pro-
ceedings of the XXXIVth Congress as a justifiable
precedent.

When the Democratic side found Hutehina's
promptitude bad foiled their plan, they commenced
fillibustering under the lead of Mr. Reagan, who
moved & eall of the House, which was defeated by
three majority, Messrs. Adrain and Riggs voting
wiih us. This done, the Clerk decided tbat the
question before the House was on sustaining the
demand for the previous question on Mr. Huteh-
ins’s resolution, but immediately receded fron: that
position on pressure from Mr, Winslow and others,

A general dizcussion of points of order followed,
in which Mr. Washburn insisted with mueh foree
that all resolutions and motions were out of order,
and the House must meet the question to elect a
Speaker now.

Mr. Hickman spoke to this point with great ef-
fect, charging that the whole proceedings on the
other side were intended to prevent an organiza-
tion, and hence the resistance to the plurality rule.
This telling speech disturbed their composure, and
Mr. McClernand, of Illinois, replied with much per-
sonal denunciation,

Mr. Pryor followed in a sharp assault, stigmatiz-
ing Mr. Hickman's charge as false.

Mr. Hickman coolly answered Mr. Pryorin a
few decisive words, but took no noties of Mr, Me-
Clernand whatever.

The plurality rule is now in the beat attitude be-
fore the House yet atinined. The country will see
in the discussion the purpose to avoid a vote and
prevent the election of a Speaker. Whenever the
House comes to the test, it must decide whether
Mr. Hutchine's motion is in order. That may be
reachad by demanding a continuous sesion until
determined. There was a strong disposition to be-
gin to-day, even without o full understanding. Two
or three days’ resolute persistence might bring the
result,

THE MAIL CONTRACTORS,

There in 8 large onmber of mail contractors here,
who waited on the President with the hope of de-
vising sume mode of relief, but without success.

GEN. (188’8 RECEPTION,

Gen., Cass’s first reception to-night was a bril-
liant one. It was attended by the diplomatie corps,
lesding men of both parties in Congress, and distin-
guished strangers. His ia one of the fow houses in
which hospitality is not regulated by partisanship.

THE SENATE.

Nearly the whole sitting of the Scoate was con-
sumed in discussing Mr. Bowman and his eandi-
daey for Printer. Mr. Brown (Miss.) produced
documents establishing the fact that the United
States Attorney-General was witness to ao arcange-
ment, by which Mr. Bowwan violated the law.
The developmen's proved that $11,000 of the pub

lie money had been appropristed to sustain parky
organs here and in Philadelphia. Megara. Bigle

and Davis defended that arrangement, sand Mr.
Clay proposed an investigation; which, after a rid-
dling by Mr, Fessenden, he withdrew, and Mr.
Bowman was elected, receiving 27 vut of 45 votes.
This result was foreshadowed, when the President
brought his whole power on each individual mem-
ber of the party.

A POOR COMPLIMENT,

Judge Breese (I1L.) treated the ofier of the Mar-

shalship as o compliment to his position,

To the Amoclated Prese .
Wasnisaros, Taeaday, Jan. 17, 1560,

The Navy Department hus been informed thit the
stenm #loop-of-war Wyoming has reached Rio de Ja-
neiro in 36 dave from Philudelphia, und thut the Lan-
caster, from Valparaiso to Punama, made for five con-
secutive duys, with «tenm alone, from nine to ten sud
& half knofs an ho -, which speed the flag officer con-
siders unexampled. The sloop-of-war John Adums,
after elight repuirs, had proceeded from Rio de Juneiro
to the Eust Indies.

A letter has been received from Judge Breese, de-
clining the appointment of Marshal for the Northern
District of Hlinois. " v

The Presidents of the various Virginis risilroad
companies bave issued a call inviting all the Southern
railroad companies to meet them in vonsultation nt
Richmond, on the 2th of February, to consider the
mesns by which they ean best secare, cither by direct
importation or Southern manufacture, the eqilpments
and supplies for the nse of Sonthern rallroads. _

The supual meeting of the American Colonization
Society was held at the Smithsonian Institute to-night.
The stiendunce was large. Addresses were delivered
by the Hon, Mr. Tuylor of Tenncsses, Dr. Styles of
(leorsis, and the Rev, Dr. Penny of New-York. The
receipts of the year umount 1o nearly $161,000, and the
expenditures to 50,000, The Society huve sent ahout
GiM) immigrants to Africs during the same period.

-

XXXVIra CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

SENATE....Wasnisaros, Jan. 17, 1860,

A communication was received from the Secretary
of War, )

Mr. SUMNER (Rep., Masa.) introduced a bill sup
plementary to the act of 181, relative to the lisbili-
ties of ship-owners, HKeferred.

Mr. CAMERON (Rep., Pa.) introdncad a bill for the
relief of the widow of Gen. Persifor ¥, Bmith,

Mr. MASON (Dem., Va.) introduced & memorial of
the Alexundris and Washington Railrond l'umrn_my.
for lewve to bring their roud scross the Long Dridge
and vonnect with the Baltimore und Obio Rai d.

Mr. SLIDELL, (Dem., Lu.) from the Select Com-
miiter, reported back the bill w}rmlnhit the vireuls-
tion fn the Distriet of Columbis of bilis noder twenty
dollirs, with the recommendation that it pies,

Mr. BROWN (Dem,, Miss.) corrected u statement of
bis remarks on Jao. 3, which re&-r--wmed bim us sity-
ing that the four millions of Southern dlayes ocenpiod »
position higher rocially, morally, sud physicudly than
any other luborers on t fuce of the globe. What be
sitid wus thut their position Wi guperior Lo that of the
same race in apy quarter of the globe. )

The hour having srrived for the election of 4 Printer
1o the Seunte, ¥

Mr. BROWN said, aa he did not intend to vote for
the nominee (Mr. I'hwmnl;,j, e Iv;oc Id give Iu:- mgo;na.
The first was personal to himse . the entire Conafelu-
tion hud, in insulting and discourteous terma, discassed
the speech delivered by him before the Missinsippi
llginmre lust Fall, without permitting ita renders to
see what hod been said. He did not wish this to con-
trol the votes of others, In the second place, the letter
of Mr. Sneed, 8 prominent Opposition gentleman of
Mirsissippi, to jes in Meinphis, was published in
The Conatilution, while his speech wis excloded.
The letter of Mr, Sueed wia most offensive to the Iem-
veratic party of his Stute, und therefore, on party

unds, he was mtbonmi to m Mr, Bowman,
Fhe third objection was thut he ourd und belioved
that the associats sditor of The Constitution waa in
unnaturalized foreiguer, snd yel be undertakes to in-
struct bim in his duty. e did not think him & proper

person 1o edit the orgun of the Natieoal ey,

bave a decent one. He would never yole money ont
of the treasury to sustain this ricketty Conafitution,

This is not the ouly wone id ont [ . He
had heard thet 7h¢ Philadelphia Pennsyiranion had
received $15,000 and The Argus $6,000, If Mr.

Wendell, who did the printing, contributed to thess
worthless, vagaboud papers why might not the srchi-
tect of the eapitul, the stone catters, &c., be called om
to contribute to them. Others might do as they chose,
but he (Brown) wonld wash his skirts of these dirty
transactions, He kpew that it would be said that the
office was unprofitable, and therefore thut ¥Mr. Wen.
dell paid Mr. Bowman to tuke it off his Lunds, But
oould be not bave gotrid of it cheaper! The truth
was Mr. Wendell had been compelled out of his lubor
to sustain tbis thing, an organ which was pot one. He
(Brown) spurned and despised the whele coucern,

Mr. HALE (Rep., N. 1.} sahed Mr. Brown if any
Member of the Goverument knew of the transastion !

Mr. BROWN suid a letter on the snbject vwas ad-
dressed to the Attorney-General, and of course he

LEW.

Mr. HALE—Did not one & peg higher than the At-
torney -Gepera! know 7 -

Mr., BROWN—I can't say.

Mr. BIGLER (Dem,, Pa.) entered his protest aguinst
the inference that the President or Cabinet instig ed
or advised trauanetions by which mousy vould be im-
properly tuken from the Treasury. The press teemed
with this seandul, and it wastimethat it was answered,
He denied thut the President or the Ileads of Depart-
ments were responsible for the money paid for print-
ing. The law separnted the moater entirely from
them. If exorbitant prices had been paid Coi
wis responsible, as the prices were wll fixed by lnw,
Wheie then was the juetitication for these bruad im-
putations on the Presigent,

Mr. BROWN said the Senstor drew largely on his
impgination. He (Brown) bad swid nothing about the
President.

Mr. BIGLER bud no desire to do the Sepator in-
justice, He bad slinded more particularly to the geo-
eral clumor on this subject. He then continned in de-
fense of the President and the Hends of Departments.
After which he referred to Mr. Bowman, saying he
had kuown him for twenty venrs and that he always
bore an excellent churnetér for integrity, He had re-
fosed extrn pay from the Pennsylvunis Legislutare
after the Mexicsn war, axd expressed to President
Pierce ot & certiin occasion an attempt made to bribe
him while Superintendent of Printing. He (Bowman)
was vigilant, and anxions to protect the treasury
sguinet peenlation, The Commitiee on Printing had
the {ullest confidence in hix integrity. He had rosisted
the practice of double composition while he was in of
fice. He (Higler) then explained Mr. Bowman's con-
tract with Mr. Wendell, stating that he resigned the
Saperntendency when he made the contruct, but held
the office & shoft time longer in order to superintend,
by request of the Secretiry of the Interior, some oon-
traets for engraving. He (Bigler) also bad a letter
resd from the Attorney-Genernl (Black) advising Mr.
Bowman to muke the contruet with Mr, Wendell,
which he regaeded asa purely business trunsuction.
Mr. Bigler asserted thut the law had been observed in
every particnlar by the President and Heads of De-
purtments, The question of the barzuin of Bowman
wiss & private one, and oue in which the Senate bad no
business to interfere.

Mr. BROWN had read the aecount of Gen. Bow-
wan himself as to the bangin,

Mr. HALE wished to kuow if particnlir newspapers
were to share in the plunder this year, and whether
they would be the same cld ones or anew set.

Gien. Bowmin's letter wis read.

Mr. BROWN thonght that if Secretary Thompeon
knew what this comruct of Gen. Bowmun was, then
he must have adtised Bowmun to violate the law, but
he did not think the Secretary did know of it. He
cured not who advised Bowman, He churged that |
Bowman bad violsted the law by being Superintend- |
ent of Printing while he had an interest in the public
rinting; bt if the President and Secretaries vised
im to continue in office, knowing the contract with
Wendell, they advised him to violute the law. 1f the
Secretnry of the Interior advised Howman, knowing
the facte, be denounced his agvice, notwiths ¥
biw long friendahip.

Mr. BIGLER rgnimml that @Gen. Bowman had not
violated the luw at
Mr. FITCH (Dem., Ind.) wished to absolve the At-
tomney-tenerul from any collusion in the matter.—
When he gave his advics Le supposed that Gen. Bow-
man had resigned.

Mr. BROWN had no doubt of it.  But this did not
ahsolve Bowman, who koew that he wis violuting the
luw of the conntry. He must have knownit if he
could read his commissions. He must have violated
the law knowingly and deliberately.

Mr. DAVIS t_%em.. Miss.) thonght his colleagne was
led awuy by his feclings. One would supposs that
some flagrant act had fmn committed, e law s,
that the Superintendent of Publie Printing shall not be
interested in the public printing, A newspaper had
been trausferred to Bowman, to whom it wus of no
consequence where Wendell got the money. The
mopey cocld not hiave been made while Bowmun re-
tained his place as Superintendent of Public Printing.
The purpose of the luw was to prevent corription
on the part of the Superintendent, In this case it 1s
ghown thut Bowwman remained in office a few weeks
only, and Jid not in that time settle any accounts con-
nected with the publie printing. "This $20,000 wis not
given to Bowman exclosively. In this contract nothing
was said of the printing for the Senxute, but it wik ex-
ecutive work of thet charncter which can be sent out
of the District. Was this voting money out of the
Treasury !

Mr. B}Rl JWN explained that e complained becanse
the man who did the work got $20,000 less than the
Iaw allowed him, and this sum went to the man who
did nothing,

Mr. DAVIS explained that it wus not » matter of
legislation whether this man got too much or too lit-
tle. He thonght the question of the Associate Editor
had nothivg to do with the matter,

Mr. BROWN suid he objected (o a man not natural-
jzed Leing the editor of the organ of the Democratic

party.
Along colloquy ensued between Mr. Davis and Mr,
Crown, as to the soundness of The Constidulion Just

AT,
* Mr. HALE said he hoped to get some light on the
subject, but hud sbout given np. He thereiore moved
10 udjourn, but the motion was objected to, and it was
withdrawn,

Mr. CLAY (Dem., Ala.) enid that if the election
were prossed at this time he should net vote for Bow-
man. . Wethonzht the matter should be investigated
and oftered a resolution that & Committes be uppomwi
to investiz ite the matter,

Mr. HALE thoughtthe resolution of inqguiry ghould
have a wider seope. ‘Fhere wore other charges aguinst
Bowmun. He wanted to know whether it wis & con-
dition of the contract that #0000 should be to
one paper and $15,000 to another and #6,000 to an-
othor with the knowledge of the Attorney-General.
Though it is suid that the rest of the Administration
did uot know of it then, yet he thought it was impli
that they didl know of itimmediately ufter. He looked
upon the latter churge as most setions. :

Mr. JOHNSON (Dem., Ark.) was opposed to going
into investization, He was ready to elect n Printer,
and then it the churges were made and proved, be
wiie ready to expel Lim,

Mr. KING (Kep., N. Y.) was natonished 1o pee any
disposition to cover up and cloak invesigation.

ﬁ;. JOHNSON (Ark.) did not wish to do that.  He
wis rerdy to mvestigate all the charges.

Mr. FESSENDEN (Rep., Me.) thought it too bad to
mitke Republicans listen 1o & family quarrel. He
thonght they biud better setile it amon themselves.

After some further discussion, Mr, ‘s resolution

wus witlidruwn, e

A motion to adjourn was mude wud h-gt}
Senate proceeded to ballot for s Printer, With the fol-

lowing reenlt:
Whole G ber of BHes, o oeeeecaargamsasnsnssans bt
For Me. Bowmiatieeeeossssrsransoss vensssassnsnaesdl
The Nenate then adjourned,
e

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

W asiisaron, Jan. 17, 1860,
There being  slim attendance, there wie & enll of

his resolution
withdrew hia o didm?rl::

the Honse,

Mr, PENNINGTON
posing the udoption of the plurality.
eaid, to avoid confusion. J .

Mr. HUTCHINS (Rep., Oliol said that up r‘:dwh
time, in obedience to a pelicy which wus -md. .:‘yl
e et o e i
fr i nssion which has taken

| nority n

trude, or who opposed the ndmission of Kansus undor
her recently.ncopted Constitution; but he wonld re-

gurd it entirely ont «f order for him to introduce &
recolution to that effect. He denied the right of & ma-
jouity or minority to prescribe a rule by ‘b his vote

for er be controlled aud The
were to determine by their votes who is fit and who ;
unfit to be Speakor of this House, and the man that
eould receive & mujority of all the votes in any way that
the House sees fit o ndopt is, in the opinion of thit ma-
{.omy. fit to be Speaker of this Honse. He intanded,
owever, to confine himself to the point of organization.
That was in order and ’\mpe-r to be discnssed. He spok
for nobody , and none of his politieal friends were respon-
wible for un)l.hhﬁ that e might utter. He was aulike
his collesane (Mr. Corwin) in at least one re:pect.
Lie was not & leader of the Repablicun Eurty. He im-
peached po man's motives, and would concede that
every man hus discharged his dnty couscientiously
both'in disenssing and voting, He believed they had
fuithfnlly endeavored to reach an election by & majority,
bat ufter six weeks of effort they had not illu:r»edei
and he believed that the majority of members of all
ies desired ap organization; thst the interests of

Government, and especially the coadition of its
creditors, demsnded an immedinte orgmvization; the
country wis siek of their rhetorical and polemical ex-
ervises it this Hall. In the present stute of parties he
betieced it was impossible to ever get a majority vote
for Spenker, direetly, They had tried it in vain,
bot it did seem to him that there was one way by
which the Honse ean be organized. HHad it come to
this, that & majority of the House vannot control
its uetion—that, if & majority really desire organi-
zation, there was no way by ‘which that organization
can be effected ! If that were so, they were at
the mercy of a winority, however small that minority
wight be. 1t had been suid that the plurality rnle was
nneenstitotionn), The language of the Coustitution
wus very brief ou that point: ** The Honse of Repre-
o saptatives shall choose their Speaker and other
 ofticers.” The manner of choice was, a8 & matter of
course, left entirely to the diseretion of the Hounse.
It wight be done by votirg viva voce, hy u secret bal-
lot, or by the appointment of & Committee. Even ad-
wittivg, for argument’s sake, that & majority wuas re-
quired, ‘T that majority declared that the person re-
ceivivg the highest number of votes on s given ballot
shall be Speaker, thut wis the action of the majority
clecting & Speaker in that way. They had prece-
dents for this course from both the politieal parties of
the conry, and_everybody was familiar with them,

Mr. WASHBURNE (Kep., Me.) desired leave to
cull attention to the opinion of some of the ablest
Democratic Members of toe XXXIVth Congress on
thie very point, He qnoted from the remarks of Mr,
Clitgman of North Carolina, to the effect that & resoln-
tion mbsequent to the election of u Speaker by the
plurality, wue altogether unrecessary,

Mr. BARKSDALE {IUem-, Miss,) referred to the
election of :{vmket Cobb, and asked if that gentleman
was reaarded ns Speaker before the of & reso-
Iution by u mujority vote declaring him elected, and
whether the same thing was not done when Mr.
Buvks wus elected !

Mr.WASHBURNE replied by referring to the decla-
ration of several leading Democrats that no sach reso-
lution was necessary, and it was oply to prevent any
donbt from remaining in the minds of gentlemen that
the subsequent resolution wis passed.

]'IJ. BAhKSlJA LE said the precedent must be taken
ultogetber.

r. WASHBURNE would see what it amonnted to
altogether. Mr. Clingman, Mr. Joues of Tennessee,
snd others, held that the adoption of the plurality rule
by & majority was snfficient, and the resolution offered
by Mr. Clingman declured that by resson of the adop-
tion of the plurality resolation, Wnd the votes taken
under it, Mr. Bunks had been duly chosen Speaker.

Mr. MILLSON (Dem., Va.) said the gentleman
holds that if the majority authorize the minority to
elect, then the eleetion by the minority is & vulid elec-
tion by the mujority. Now certainly the minority is
ot the Honse, It most be something else than the
House or somebody else than the House. Now if the
I{::se can authorize -ohmbml}' eln; thun the Honse to
e a Bpeuker, muy the H ¢ % mujority author-
jze the Premdent o¥ the United l!-'wuu-n” o :ppuln& -
Bpesker, uud would sneh uppointment be a vilid elec-
tion by a majority of the n’ﬁm under the Constitu-
tion 1

Mr. WASHBURNE said he had abundant and con-
clusive nuthorities to which he might refer the gentle-
man, The Spesker was the gentleman selected to
spenk for the House as its mouth-piece, and Le waa
aware of no constitutional provision requiring even
that he should be & member, If the House might by
s mujority choose u Speaker, they might do it in any
maode they suw fit, nud he wis not sure but they might
anthorize the President to appoint him,

Mr. CURTIS (Iows, Rep.) thonght less than & ma-
jority eonld not elect, but & majority might appoint
persons to select the Speaker, and such selection under
the anthority of the Honse would constitute an election
by the majority. For instance, they might designate
the tallest and the shortest man, and that would be
Constitutionsl [langhter], but he would not wo out of
the House, 'To referthe matter to the President would
be rather further than he was ready to go,

Mr. MILES (8. ., Dem.) inguired if the gentleman
from Maize believed the majority have u right to an-
thorize the President to puse sich needful laws and
appropriations s may be necesary for the country,
and then adjonrn and go home !

Mr. WASHBURNE rather thonght not; but it was
no part of the legislation of the House to appoint an
individual to epeak for them as their orgun. Their
first dnty wis to choose 4 Speaker and Clerk, and then
tuke the oath of office, and that was by law a standing
order of the Hotse. To proceed 1o the election of
Spenker wus in onler at all time, and nothing else wis

in order. Any member had & right to in-
pist npon the exceution of this standi
order of the House, and it was the duty

the Clerk, asting us presiding officer, to carry
ont thut order of the House, without debate or delay.
All they could do withont violation of luw and thewr
constitntional obligations, was to vote steadily for
Speaker. They had been proceeding seven weeks in
& factions and disorgunizing manner, when, if the par-
lismentary law were obeerved, they might vrganize
immedintely, The stunding order to procesd to an
election wis of course & privileged (uestion, over-
riding all others, except questions of order growing
out of that, and motions to adjourn, It was & qnes-
tion which ought to be put sud scted upon without de-
bate or delay. The Republicans stood before the
country ue buving been ready from the first to adopt
uny possible mode of organizing. They were eat-
isfied with their pesition as & , for they knew
they were being strepgthened as they never were before
by this long discassion of their opponents, But their con-
sfituents were getting tired of these I}‘uuniumo»cbu
anid they were anxious to perform their Co sutional
duties, und prevent the Government from M:f
bmnpi}t toa lock. They were so national, sonnd,
and conservative, and so impregnable in their position,
that they could afford to wait until the orgunization
before entering npon suy general discussion.

Mr. HUTCHINS proceeded. He was not sed to
thi= way of pmtiﬂfl three or foar other men's speeches
into his own, sod hoped he wonld be no further inter-
rupted. The practical question before the Touse and
the conntry was, whether they shonld ldl}‘lt the pla-
rulity rale or go without un mﬁuﬂ:.mm. t did np-
pear to him, (row the plain reading of the Constitntion,
that the mode of election by the plorality role was
Constitationul beyond & peridventure or a doubt, and
believing so, of course he was ready to vote for it.
He did not usk those who did not think so to vots for
it; but the question was not now an open one,
having been decided by the former iction of this House
upon 1wo memorable vecarions, aud by diferent pur-
ion peeking to control the destinies of this Union. A
majority of the House believed thut this wus u Consti-
utional mode of orgauizing, and if others did not think
#o they eonld vote uguinst it, und their opinions wonld
be respectedd  He was sorry 1o compelled
to  suunounce that, in  his  judgment, there
was A respectable, ilnntlignm. determined  mi-
) this floor who do uot desire an
orgauizstion. 1o the expressed of oue gen-
tlemun (Mr. Pogh of Alabwmn), if they conld hawe
their wiy lh'i wonld perpetuate discord “here. They
were but a of men, and he admired their
talent nd boldness. They had proclaimed their pur-
pomes 10 resort to this us o meana of dhormhlm[l:ln
Government, were & clunas of men who bulieve
that the Bible wus given to man, that the Dec!
of Independence wis adopted, and that the Constitu-
tion was framed and perpetusted for the wole parpese
of e:lcndhnl:h justitution of Negro Sluvery, und who
hold that there is wuch un incuruble seotiment the
olther way in the Free States, un

from participution :: ll': organization, 1le fully cou-

T i ;
e P Hia politiea rieuds thist. such # discuseion,

d in some of the
Sluve States, that the only remedy ias dis-

of the
distinguished and ebaraoterized the old bero of the
H.mﬂﬁ.' and then this House would be .
They had only to say they would do it. Had they
not given the other side a” ehance to discuss for the
past wix weeks? He thought they had succeeded
pretty well in hanging themselves in that time, and
all that remained for tgem o do now, a8 Christian
eople, was to cat them down und give them & decent
urial. Sanitary econsiderations required that, in order
to avert the deléterious and dangerons effecta arising
from the odors of putrefaction. [Laughter.| For
his Lie was willing to stay here antil
nir 1, if necessary to effect an ization, hy the
will of the majority, and if any body, in health,
eould not do that, he advieed him to home to his
copstitnents, and let them send somebody who will.
He had no fears of dissolution of the Union. The
body politic was not much _on that sab-
ject, thongh it might be in certain localitien. Even in
the Routhern States, when that question ehonld assume
4 prasetical shape the people would speak ont with de-
termination and effect. A set qupo tical doctors had
been muking applications to the Northern part of the
body politic, but be suggested thut the betier way
would be to apply the pluster where the sore exisis.
{Laughter.] He thought a plaster on the head was
uot likely to cure & wounded hecl. It waa time to
orgunize. The creditors of (Government had a right to
demand it. Some had said that night seseions might
resnlt in & row; but who was afraid of & row! He
did not expect to get through Congress on flowery
beds of ease, They came here peaceablyund quietly
to maintain the constitutional rights of the people—
even at the sacrifice of their lives, if need be. A little
perve and epirit bere, and the Honse wonld be ongun-
ized. He now moved that the House proceed to vote
for Speaker vira voce, and that the person recaiving
the highest number of votes shall be declared Speaker
of this House, and on that be called the previons
fuestion.

Mr. WINSLOW (Dem., N. C.) and others objected.
Hl{r. DAVIDSON (Dem., La.) moved u call of the

onge,

Decided in the negative by three majorit

The CLERK suid the question recu
ing the demand for the previous question.

Mr. WINSLOW raised a point of order.

Mr. HOUSTON (Dem., Ala.) contended that the
resolution was not before the House, not having been
read by the Clerk.

The CLERK remarked, as several gentlemen had
objected to the resolution, he would put the resolution
in this form: Is the motion of Mr, Honston in order ?

Mesars. REAGAN (Dem., Texas) and BARKS-
DALE [Dem., Miss.) severally insisted that all other
pendinghqnmionu must first be disposed of before act-
ing on this.

r. WASHBURN (Ms.) briefly argned that the
House had no right to entertain any proposition except
the election of a Speaker.

Mr. CURTIS asked whether Mr, Reagan wonld vote
to luy all pending propositions on the table =0 as to
have & clear conrse,

Mr. REAGAN replied he had no anthority, for hia
friende agree that pending questions must first i
posed of, and asked Mr. Washburn of Maine whether
he did not, prior to Mr, Banks's election, vote for cer-
tain resolutions.

E:. HOUSTON wanted te refresh his ‘recollection.

. WASHBURN (Rep,, Wis.) hsd no doubt that
the “Iﬁ business in order was the election of u Speaker.

Mr. BUCRNETT (Ry.) wished to be informed how
Mr, Washburn wonl dla}m of Mr. Montgomery's
resalution, declaring Mr. Uorwin temporary T,
and the other propositions pending !

Mr, WASHBURN replied: A motion to proceed to
the election of a Speaker takes precedence of all

others.

Mr. BURNETT referred to the records to show that
prior to Mr. Banka's election, Mr, Washburn voted on
a series of resolutions offered by Mr, Dunn, declaring
that persons holding certain political sentiments, waa
pot fit to be Speaker. He did this to show Mr. Wish-
burn's in-rnmimn?.

Mr. WASHBULN replied, it wus not important
whether he was consistent or not, but it was important
he should be right.

Mr. HOUSTON gaid Mr. Clark's resolation which
was pending declared that 3 man who indorsed Help-
er's book, which counsels treason and marder, is u.ng'
for Speaker. That was not the esse with Mr. Dunn's
resolutions.

Mr. WASHBURN replied that by voting on the
lutter he did not commit himself to auy point of order.

Mr. DAVIDSON wanted to kpow whether Mr.
Washburn had ever read in the spelling-book the
story of the farmer und lawyer and the ox and the
ball. L[.m:ghter.]

Mr. SICKLES (Dem., N. Y.} said oo question of
order wis mude when Mr. Clark of Missouri otfered
bis resolution, and therefora they had a right to assume
it was prulwri’\' before the House; and the only way it
conld be got rid of wus by & motion to lay on the tuble
or by & direct vote. He argued that a practicable rule
must be adopted in order to enforce the election of 4
'S';peaker by & majority, He then expluined his pro

tion, which providea that the Honse will proceed to
the election of a Speaker, vira voce, and if, upon the
first call of the roll, no one shall have a majority, a
quormn being present, then from those having the
highest numbers, the candidates not exceeding three,
the House will proceed to make a choice by & sec
vote, and, if neither has & majority, then from the twe
highest on the list the Honse will make a choice of a
Speuker. And, also, that if upon the third vote the
paid two jes shall receive an equal number, the
Howe will continne to vote for one or other of the
same two persons, until ome of them shall receive o
majority; and that, pending the election and nntil &
choice be made, there shall be no debate. The most
that is elaimed for this proposition is, that it is aceord-
ing to the Constitational mode of electing a President
by the House, in the event of & fuilure by the people
1o doso, and the mode by which the Senate chooses a
Vice-President in the same contingeney.

Mr, SICKLES suid the problem of organization will
not be solved until certain Sonthern Oppositionists and
Anti-Lecomptonites be brought to choose between the
Republicun and the Democrutic nominees, He submit-
ted that his proposition wias analigous to the plan pre-
wribed by tg:_- Constitution in the event of the fmﬁlﬂ!
of the people to elect w President and Vice-President.
It wie expedient und salotary, and would lead to s
certain result, He would take the earliest convenient
occusion to offer it to the House,

_ Mr, CLARK (A. L., N. Y.) suid the proposition was
impracticable. There was no mode to enforee it.

Mr. REAGAN npg-mvnd» of the spririt of Mr,
Sickles's resolntion, but, a8 Mr. Clark said, there
wus no pracdcuble wuy of ita enforce ment. It ad-
dressed itself to the favorable consideration of mem-
bers, aud it others would consent to abide by it, he
would do likewise. He suggested that the resolution
of Mr, Hatching be withdruwn, and that the House do
now proceed to vote for & Speaker,

Mr. WASHBURN (Rep., Me.) usked whether Mr.
Rengan and his friends would consent, after such a
vote, thut the resolution be renewed.

Mr. REAGAN had no suthority to speak for them.

Mr. BRANCH (Dem., N. C.) moved that the House

sroceed to vote for Speaker,

Mr. ELLIOTT (Rep., Mass.) objected.

Mr. BRANCH said that the House should make an
effort to elect in the ordi way. It wasap
to the House that Mr, Hutching's resolution conld not
be yoted on for a great | of time.

Mr. TOMPKINS (Rep. Uhio) inquired whether Mr.
Braneh thought that u vote would resalt in election.

Mr. BRANCH said he belived not, but there Wis
nothing like trying,

Mr. WASHBUKN (Me.) asked why the Demo-
erutic side of the House would nos conseat that Mr.
Hutehing's resolution should be renewed if temporarily

withdrawn for u vote.
Mr. BRANCH replied thut u grreat many gentlemon
the © that

he Democrati ]

;?u:-urity %ﬂh?v{olm‘ of ti:u hcunnutuuoa, sud

“ r?al‘{.l;.Mi J\!\T':tnl'ad the motion that the House

to un olection—viTa voce—for Speakor.

This was ’:!:pﬂ‘ to by several gentlemen on the
Re&uhlimn o

r. HI AN (A, L., Pu) said they hud now

come loA lock—# point they might ,’; well have

on second-

ached four weeks inori
g will not submit l:g:'mjor‘i:y. i ¢
ag. BARKSDALE—~You mistake their position.

Mr. HICKMAN (A, L. Dem., Pu.) sail, it is now

e radiech. G e s
y In 5

be elected, for the only possible way to slect ia by the

s!;r::l&l'{“m:.th!;hel:: ";!"m""‘“"'“ " llo? auch

1 gres, * now

plaioly asamed s, thut though & Seajarity of this

: hare
Indt?wdwiriﬁﬂ
rule to be yoted upon. T2

this plura
thengh it may be made pert ma-

€m, .

T o e

f , yet the v i
:Imll m?hb’aud, That was wb:z':?! 3

racy here. Buppose the gemlemen
ﬁmhnlamﬁlm&."ﬂhhpﬂﬂh
to instriet bim ! Waa that Demc'eracy ?  He olaimed
the right to interpres tee Conatituti 00 48 Le

it.
L MILLSON dhhwpm (Dem.), asked if ther
tleman referred to 1.
e TITCK MAN sasd that he was referring now b
«ome remarks mede by the ax]‘
(Mr. Garnett), & few days
s
ajority, i
s, S
time to know where

I
¢

one thing, and that was that
, but that the

w‘hi:dg. aud soon

talk of propositions
offered ont of
osition had

journal, pe
a proper ome, and
it. It was &
no [vote shall
proximate to an or
struight vote on Mr. Clark’s resolation,
co ion of the plurality rule sbould
but the proj
“construined to the opinion that there was & solemn
termination to prévent an m-g:.nhlﬂou on
Southern Democmp“ and bly Northern

":ho would never be able to unswer to their
itnents.

Mr. BARR (Dem., N. Y., in
ern Demoerats would speak fm

roper time came, The gentleman eould ouly
orﬁmmwh‘o [ run awa tmh-?:
age, idn't get it. [Laughter.
Poﬁr. HICKMAN said if they came to the
side they would find stronger grael than
He alwaye thonght & gm?:m was driven to
shifts when he leaves re{::u argument perioni
aseanlts, The Northern Democracy were so fur
troled by Southern men as to lend their coiperatiom
and assistance to prevent an ion of the Housa.
Mr. BARR denied that any Soathern man or North—
ern man had controlled any vote of
Mr. HICKMAN s.id they wers preveuted from vol—
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Mr. HICKMAN said,
ern Democracy voted with the to
previons question, in order that the introdnction of any
smendment in the of e
waords, of the {lunlhy rule,
that reason, said orthern
controlled in their action hers, and stood
the moset ultra in o
:Eare ANY BeCesE T - e
to engage to n
and ridienlons farce ? e W{ﬂd
other ballot for Speaker until he should
come eatisfied that a change had taken
wminds of Members, or until i
to the plurality rule ghould be
were not expected to effect an except
the Democrutic party in the which
coming restless, and a ballot wonld be generousl
Fj-;sed erery da}'ihm gd:r that it might go fw:l in
e newspapers that are
cun to Fe. He would assist no m in this
work deception. He stated in the
of the 'Repnbl'fc!ﬂl party that a
mnst be munifested sooner or later to resist this
tent hambug. He I:o.pnd would stand npon
reselution of the gentleman Ohio, until’ &
sition should be manifested on the other side to

to
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up the questions s they present lagiti~
iy on the Jowrosl, tad the pi rale
wonld be remched in & proper way. did
not care for coming here wlinenmapam
for he knew they were having

of teating the scales from the eyes of who
act with the Demoeracy at the North, and that was
what, above all things, he now most desired. He
wished Northern men to know in whose hands they
are, by what doctrines and political heresies they are

hereafter to be bound, He econld listen to speeches,
becanse that was profitable, but he would refuse
cust fruitless votes, and engage in the ludicrons sconss
which had aiready sufliciently amnsed the A

Mr. McCLERNAND (Dem., Il.) said Mr.
man's insolence wus un le. By what
‘li%d the gentleman ?‘utr; Pguylm m‘; hh.im

# wis not one o L.] mocrsu,
tepded to he. This pretension was Fe
wus not & Demoerat, but & recreant, s traitor to the
Democratic purty. [Applanse on the Democratic
side.] We disown and repudiate him. The gentie-
man  from Ivania imputed what was false
when he said N ™ @men Are by South~
ern men. This ¢ eonld emanate ouly from &
wan who is controlled, snd who s the slave and im~
strument of otbers, . Hickman has boxed ali'the

of the political compass. He first

jen. Juckson.

Mr. HICKMAN nsked Mr, MoClernand to give way-
A moment,

Mr. MeCLERNAND (sternly) not a word.

A VOICE—* Go to the Republican side, where you

§

¥

belong.”
Mr. McCLERNAND farther spoke of Mr. Hick-
man's alleged politteal inconsistencies, und said the

lutter wus & follower of Beward, uud & supple- instro~
ment in the hands of theR epublican party. He had
betruyed all purties und prineiples, and now undertook
to exervise » censorship over Democrats..
stated his objections to Mr. Sherman, but waid Mr,
Sherman was infinitely preferable to Mr.
[.&PIM.L

he Clerk requested gentleron to keep order sad
not mmr%ga upplunse in the i

Mr. PRYUR (Dem., Va.) to "':ﬂ" lr-I
Hickman, remarking that what the latter
was what ha knew to be false. |Sensation.]

Mr. MILLSON (Dem., Va.) called his colleagus to
meﬁ;nmgm?shhwlmwnuh severe with-
out being upparlinmentary. 2

Mr. PRYOR said (hat e knew only the plain Anglo-
Suxon tongue, and repeated that Mr. .

M 'nms 1 the point
Mr. KEITT—I shall foctes that.

Mr. 58;?2 hbnzdut:rmw feom the
charge ng fuctio Republicans
;numu!h!!m-‘mﬂl!- qlgnlﬁ
wre in & majority, snd have shown it by thirty

ballots.
Cries from the Republican side—Try it; we resist

""Mr. RICKMAN—The rentlensn raises s question of

vvuﬂl;"iﬂlm
Mr, PRYOR—I say distinctly that yoor stalement is

flse,
Mr. HICKMAN—And [ distinetly so understood
He said to My, Pryor, and to all m-.‘"’
the latter did, thut be would not depart
o-{l.r‘l“l’.“ mfarﬁilth-l valliﬂh of his

nor
if be possensed it—by joining in An issue ] g
the conrt he (Mr. lgqeﬂ prefor. He did not
reeognize that as u tribunal of the country. He had

na
made the declaration, and desired dﬂlttll
If there be donbt as to ita truthfulgess, lot be ,
determined by a tribunal of mmore genersl extent }
Mhrﬂhm He meant the counatry.
“ll.}-.l' YOR—Does the gentleman

S

mere
use of such
way. [say now,
1 to select my o'wa
T Bee Highth Page.



